
  
Okay, back to the interview with yourself…[I have to say, using a conversation between author and him/herself 
often reveals a little bit more about the story and characters than I expect.] 
 
Interviewer: So what else is going on with the story? 
Author: Well, I know that the girls will encounter obstacles in the form of the teacher and some of the other 
students. 
Interviewer: Will there be conflict among the three at any point in the story? 
Author: That’s not a bad idea, but I don’t want it too dramatic. I like the chemistry of the three girls. I would 
rather the conflict originate with other characters and even certain siturations that might arise. 
Interviewer: So what are the possible conflicts that might arise? 
Author: Well, I could expect Steven to be a constant thorn in the side of the girls. I wonder if he will nettle one 
of the girls more than the  other two. I could see Gina rising up with a little more fire in her belly than the other 
two. 
Interviewer: So what do you know about your characters? 
Author: Well, I think they obviously need to be distinctive from each other and it makes sense to not only have 
their personalities stand out, but I think it will be easier to also make their physical traits set them apart. 
Interviewer: So, tell me more. 
Author: Well, I know one of them will be a builder and one will be a journalist/writer and one will be a 
sketcher. In a way, they will manifest a number of the skills and talents and traits of someone like Leonardo da 
Vinci. 
Interviewer: Won’t there be other students involved in the story? 
Author:  Now that is the part that I haven’t arrived at. I’m remembering that I am still in the prewriting phase, 
so I will be giving myself and the plot time to develop. 
Interviewer: What is the theme of your story? After all, if you’re one who ascribes to Steven Pressfield’s 
foolscap method of prewriting, the theme needs to be established so the rest of the story will tie together. 
Author: Okay, now, theme is something I really haven’t mastered. I generally tell the story and hope that some 
clear messages emerge. Plus, I think there are times when theme could be forced and that the plot points and the 
characters’ actions determine the theme. But I guess I could go with something like: ‘Following your gut pays 
off in the end.’ How about ‘Enthusiasm for learning attracts support from others.’ And ‘Sometimes, kids need to 
do the teaching and adults need to do the learning.’? 
Interviewer: How will you tell this story? 
Author:  I’m pretty sure I will use third person omniscient. 
Interviewer: Tell me about other characters. 
Author: Well, I want some adults to be supporters because the girls will definitely need some kind of support if 
they want to maximize their minutes at school. And it seems at a lot of the schools I taught at, the librarian was 
almost always a source of advice and support for kids, especially, some of those kids who don’t seamlessly fit 
in with other groups of kids. They lean on the ever-patient librarian. 
Interviewer: And other characters? 
Author: The teacher, of course. He will be a little helpless at first, inefficient, not quite hapless, however. And 
the principal will have to show up at some point, but my characters in their roundtable discussions have said 
they prefer the principal not be too involved. After all, these kids will not be making trouble per se, in the story, 
as they really don’t have a malicious bone in their bodies. And then there is the cafeteria lady. Again, some of 



them, through the years, have earned the reputation of being cold and mean, but in this case, this story’s 
cafeteria lady will be humorous and compassionate and empathetic to what the kids want out of their school 
day. 
Interviewer: You mentioned Steven earlier. 
Author: Yes, he is the class busybody and non-achiever. 
Interviewer: Are there reasons for his behavior, or should I say, do you know yet the reasons for his behavior. 
Author: Actually, no. At this point in the story, the characters don’t know and I don’t know. 
But one might guess that he is bored with normal school and he’s not thrilled that there is no mid-morning 
break, which would suggest he is at least antsier than your average boy student and he would like to see more 
science in school, and even thinks he should start a science club or something like that. 
Interviewer: Seems a kid like that would love, and even need, sports. 
Author: Yeah, he likes sports, but he is just so busy annoying people, he can’t resist putting his big fat face in 
the middle of things. 


